
 

 

COALITION TO PROTECT THE MISSOURI RIVER (CPR) ACHIEVEMENTS 

CPR is known as a reputable and credible resource to its members, allies and state and federal 
friends.  Because of this, relationships have developed over time and remain strong.  CPR is seen as 
an effective advocate and voice for the maintenance and protection of the Missouri and Mississippi 
Basin interests and purposes it represents.   
 
CPR’s influence in various venues has substantially benefitted its membership in recent years.  At its 
inception, CPR vigorously engaged the Missouri River Master Manual Review and Update process, 
saving navigation interests 10 million-acre-feet in navigation preclude water.  In addition, navigation 
interests avoided profit crushing split navigation seasons and swifter service level reductions and 
season shortenings.   
 
CPR also averted the significant flood and interior drainage-related impacts of multiple manmade 
spring rises through its efforts to limit the duration and magnitude of water released from Gavins 
Point Dam.  CPR also worked to ensure power plants and municipal water suppliers never 
experienced low summer flows adverse to their operations and permitting requirements.  In essence, 
CPR members avoided massive economic injury due to CPR’s efforts.   
 
Since the Master Manual was developed, CPR has been actively involved in the Missouri River 
Recovery Implementation Committee (MRRIC).  From charter drafting to present day engagement, 
CPR representatives have fought, and when necessary vetoed, the far-reaching agendas that would 
negatively impact the eight congressionally authorized purposes. CPR’s presence on the MRRIC has 
allowed it to protect, shape and ensure each member organization’s future on the rivers.  At MRRIC, 
CPR representatives regularly monitor and engage the federal agency management efforts designed 
to recover endangered/threatened species and restore the ecosystem.   
 
Environmental-leaning elements have promoted studies to adversely impact member interests with a 
vision of returning the basin to Lewis and Clark era river conditions.  CPR played a pivotal role in 
Congressional funding prohibitions for those studies.  Recent successes in WRRDA legislation have set 
the stage to comply with previously mandated mitigation efforts without the need for additional 
massive land acquisition that would move tens of thousands of acres of prime agricultural lands to 
public control.   
 
CPR also played an instrumental role in countering the influence of the Missouri River Association of 
States and Tribes (MoRAST).  It worked with interstate partners and allies to bring about the 
withdrawal of the States of Iowa and Nebraska from that organization, thus diminishing MoRAST’s 
Upper Basin- and species-driven agenda so adverse to CPR members. 
 
Well financed interests are well organized and determined to make sweeping changes in river 
operations.  CPR’s vision is one in which species recovery and environmental interests are achieved 
without the destruction of authorized purposes and without causing multiple negative impacts to 
human interests.  We think it’s possible to achieve an appropriate balance, but we know we must 
remain vigilant and active.  Those who give precedence to all non-human interests over flood control, 
power generation, clean water supply, navigation and agriculture, need an effective, reasoned and 
balanced opposition.  CPR provides it. 


