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This year American Rivers included the Missouri River as the 4th most endangered river in their list as a result of 
the 2011 floods. The flood's impact was increased due to the alterations that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
has imposed upon the river. 

More than 100 years of pursuing barge traffic on the Missouri River at the cost of at least a billion dollars out of 
taxpayers' pockets has been a failure in all respects: 

1.    The manipulation of the river by the Corps has turned it 
into a series of reservoirs in the upper expanse and a barge 
channel in the lower. It no longer functions as a floodplain 
river from Sioux City to the confluence with the Mississippi 
River north of St. Louis. The river was shortened by 
removing meanders and confined within structural 
revetments and wing dikes to narrow it. These alterations 
have eviscerated its natural river functions. As a result, most 
of the free ecological services like flood storage, pollutant 
filtering, fisheries, and wetland habitat have been severely 
degraded or lost.  



  
  

 
 

 
 

 River Channelization: shortened river about 120 
miles, narrowed river by about 50% or more.  

 Floodplain & Channel Loss: 522,000 Acres Basin-
wide; 305,000 acres in Missouri 

2.    Flooding has been documented to have been 
worsened  

because of the Corps structures installed along and 
within the river, increasing - not reducing - exposure 
to property losses for those living in or near the 
floodplain. 

  
3.    The most insulting irony is that despite all of the 
clamoring for  

investment by special interests over the 100 years, 
barge traffic is essentially nonexistent but taxpayers are still paying dearly to support it. 

  
4.    The cost from the 2011 flood alone will be over $460 
million to  
repair Corps navigation structures to support nearly 
nonexistent barge traffic; possibly a total of a billion dollars 
to repair all damaged Missouri River structures and levees. 
  
In contrast, continuing efforts to mitigate the damage 
caused by the navigation system and to restore riverine 
habitat will help reduce flooding by providing more room 
for the river during flood events and reduce future damages 
as a result.  

Funding of the Missouri River Recovery Program (MRRP) 
and the Missouri River Ecosystem Restoration Plan 
Program (MRERP) must be continued to restore some of 
the river's natural functions. 

All of these facts clearly reveal that we also need to 
completely reevaluate our approach to managing the 



Missouri River. This requires the completion of the blocked Missouri River Authorized Purposes Study (MRAPS). 

Go to the American River's Missouri River webpage to send your message to Senator McCaskill, Senator 
Blunt, and your representative.  

Tell them to support: 

1. Missouri River Recovery Program (MRRP) 
2. Missouri River Ecosystem Restoration Plan Program (MRERP) 
3. Missouri River Authorized Purposes Study (MRAPS) 

  
 


